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How to Prepare Your Vehicle to Be Fall Ready 
Fall Maintenance Tips Are Key to Passing Annual Emissions Test 

 
ATLANTA (November 14, 2022) – As Georgia enjoys the onset of fall, it is important for motorists 
to be mindful of changing weather and temperatures and their potential effects on vehicles.  

“Keeping cars well-maintained facilitates cleaner vehicle operations, which leads to better air 
quality for Georgians” said Michael Odom, Mobile & Area Sources Manager, Georgia EPD. 
“Georgia’s Clean Air Force encourages motorists to take some time this fall to attend to car care 
basics for cold weather driving.” 
 
Here are some suggestions to ready your vehicle for the upcoming months: 
 
Check the lights. Fewer daylight hours and the potential for winter precipitation are compelling 
reasons to ensure that all vehicle lights, including headlights, taillights, flashers, and brake lights, 
are in good working order. 

Check the brakes. Both brake lines and brake fluid can be impacted by cold weather. Have them 
inspected to make sure they’re ready for the season. 

Check the tires. Tires lose air pressure more quickly during cold weather than during warmer 
weather. Low air pressure contributes to lower gas mileage, decreased tire lifespan, and longer 
stopping times. Commit to checking tire air pressure on a regular basis. 

Check the heater and defroster. You will undoubtedly use both more frequently during colder 
months, and they are essential for comfort and safety. 



Check the battery. Freezing temperatures can cause a vehicle’s battery to lose strength. Check 
your battery now and attempt to keep it adequately charged during the winter. A fully charged 
battery has much more protection against the cold than a mostly depleted one.  

Stock a roadside emergency kit. Include items such as gloves, blankets, flashlights, a first aid kit, 
an ice scraper, reflective warning triangles, bottled water, jumper cables, and a portable phone 
charger. 

Check the wipers. Make sure your vehicle’s wipers are doing their job before heading into the 
chill of winter. Don’t ask them to do more than their job, though. Use the car’s defroster and an 
ice scraper, not the wipers, to remove frost, ice, or snow from the windshield.   

To download an infographic, visit the Georgia’s Clean Air Force website at 
https://cleanairforce.com/common/press.  
 
About Georgia’s Clean Air Force  
Georgia's Clean Air Force (GCAF), in partnership with the Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD), is responsible for the management of the Enhanced Vehicle Emission Inspection and 
Maintenance (I/M) Program throughout Atlanta's 13 metro counties. Since 1996, Georgia's 
Inspection and Maintenance Program has prevented nearly 2.1 million tons of harmful ozone-
forming pollutants from entering the air we breathe. The program has also identified and 
repaired more than 4.1 million heavy-polluting vehicles. For more information, please visit 
https://www.cleanairforce.com/.  
 
Sources: https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview/plain-english-guide-clean-air-act, 
https://www.atsjournals.org/doi/10.1513/AnnalsATS.201907-538CME, https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview/plain-english-
guide-clean-air-act, https://mitsloan.mit.edu/ideas-made-to-matter/psychological-economic-and-social-costs-air-pollution, 
https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview/clean-air-act-and-economy 
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